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 Information About Trial By
              Written Declaration In Absentia

Any person who fails to appear on their traffic ticket may be deemed to have chosen to have a trial by written declaration (Vehicle Code section 40903).  

In eligible cases, the Court will conduct the trial in the absence of the traffic violator and make a decision based on the following documents that are in the file at the time of trial: the ‘Notice To Appear’ issued pursuant to Vehicle Code section 40500; any business record or receipt; the sworn declaration of the arresting officer; the written statement or letter signed by the defendant.

The Clerk’s Office will mail the Decision and Notice of Decision to the traffic violator indicating the result of the hearing. If there is a conviction, payment of the fine will be due within 30 days from the date of mailing of the Decision and Notice of Decision.  

The Notice of Decision will provide information on how to request a Trial de Novo (a new hearing). A timely request must be submitted within 20 days of the mailing of the Decision and Notice of Decision.

If payment of the fine or request for trial de novo is not received by the due date, a civil assessment in the amount of $300 will be added to the fine and a Notice of Failure to Pay will be mailed to the traffic violator.  

The traffic violator will then have 15 days to pay the increased fine or to file a Petition to Show Good Cause for the Failure to Pay and Request to Set Aside the $300 Civil Assessment.

If, by the due date, payment has not been received by the Clerk’s Office or a Petition to Show Good Cause for the Failure to Pay and Request to Set Aside the $300 Civil Assessment has not been filed, the case will be referred for collection.

If the case is in collection status, the traffic violator will be eligible to file a Petition to Show Good Cause for Failure to Pay and Request to Set Aside the $300 Civil Assessment if such a petition has not been previously filed in the case. 

Need more information?
For legal help, please call the court’s Self-Help Center at (510) 272-1393.
It’s free and private.
If you wish to speak with a Traffic clerk, please call:
Fremont Hall of Justice, Traffic Division















510-818-7502
Gale/Schenone Hall of Justice, Pleasanton Traffic Division







925-227-6792
George E. McDonald Hall of Justice, Alameda Traffic Division






510-263-4304
Hayward Hall of Justice, Traffic Division















510-690-2701
Wiley W. Manuel, Oakland Traffic Division













510-627-4701
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